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Calendar Of Events
June 2000

1 Ona Research Station Field Day - Ona, FL

3 Annual Farm Safety Day - Ona, FL

13 Core Pesticide Training - Manatee Co. Ext. Office

28-30 Florida Cattlemen's Convention - Marco Island

August 2000
28-30 NCBA Board Meeting - Denver

17 South Florida Beef/Forage Tour - location to be announced

October 2000
6 FCA Quality Replacement Heifer Sale

The Learning Curve

We live by a constant changing world and ever demand to stay abreast of improvements and changes. How

Manatee Livestocker May - June 2000 http://sfbfp.ifas.ufl.edu/nlMT6-00.htm

1 of 4 7/16/2009 10:00 AM



well do you know the following terms?

TITLE

Cow efficiency

Timed insemination (TIA)

Prostaglandin

InVitro Fertilization

Vaginal Insert (CIDR)

Embro Transfer

Somatic Cell Cloning

Sexing Sperm for Beef and Dairy Cattle

Current Bull Management

Body Condition Scores

"Article of the Month", May 2000

How Well Do You Know Your Soils?

Travis Seawright, - Manatee County Extension Agent

It has been said that Cattlemen and Cattlewomen must become grass/forage producers and to
become a forage producer a cattleman/cattle woman must know the types and capabilities of
their soils. Soils have always been our basic resource. They will continue to be the most
important resource affecting our individual production commodity.

Soils differ one from another. Because of the differences, land capabilities vary from place to
place. A knowledge of soil characteristics will help determine the capability of the land, the
proper use of the land, and the conservation practices necessary.

These differences in soil characteristics can be described in rather definite terms. Once we have
learned the proper terms, we can discuss soil differences with anyone who speaks the same
language.

We will need to know about soil TEXTURE, ORGANIC MATTER, THICKNESS OF
ROOTING ZONE, PERMEABILITY, DRAINAGE, SLOPE, EROSION, and the relationship
each has with production of different varieties of forages. Soils with certain combinations of
these characteristics can be grouped into soil "TYPES". Similar types of soil may be suited to
similar agricultural uses. We arrange these groups in land capability classes. Understanding
capability classification makes it easier to plan for conservation, farming, ranching, or grove
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management. Similarly, soils with certain characteristics may be found to have predictable
degrees of "LIMITATION" for various uses in forage production. (*)

One of the best tools in analyzing your production capabilities is the county soil survey that has
been taken in every county in Florida. Most of the surveys have been updated over the years and
can be obtained from your County Extension Office or the USDA- Natural Resource
Conservation Service (NRCS) Office.

This soil survey contains information that can be used in land-planning. It contains predictions
of soil behavior for selected land uses. The survey also highlights limitations and hazards
inherent in the soil, improvements needed to overcome the limitations, and the impact of
selected land uses on the environment.

The soil survey is designed for many different users. Ranchers, farmers, foresters, and
agronomists can use it to evaluate the potential of the soil and the management needed for
maximum production. Planners, community officials, engineers, developers, builders and home
buyers can use the survey to plan land use, select sites for construction , and identify special
practices needed to insure proper performance. Conservationists, teachers, students, and
specialists in recreation, wildlife management, waste disposal, and pollution control can use the
survey to help them understand, protect, and enchantment the environment.

Great differences in soil properties can occur within short distances. Some soils are seasonally
wet or subject to flooding. Some are shallow to bedrock or spodic horizons. Some are too
unstable to be used in a foundation for buildings or roads. Other soils that are high dry sandy
soils may only be suited to certain forage varieties with deep rooting systems or to only native
ranges.

These and many other soil properties that affect land use are described in the soil survey. Broad
areas of soils are shown on the general soils map. The location of each soil is shown on the
detailed soil map. Each soil in the survey area is described, information on specific uses is given.

Help in using this publication and additional information are available at the Extension Service
and the NRCS offices.

(*) References Brown R.B., Herbert J.H. Jr., and Hanlon E.A. Jr.: Land Judging and Homesite
Evaluation in Florida. Ext. Publication Circular 242G

How Well Do You Know Your Soils?

The above article was written for the South Florida Beef/Forage "Article of the Month" that
appears on their Web Page on the Internet. Http://www.ifas.ufl.edu/~sfbfp/beef.html

The E-mail address is: cattletalk@ifas.ufl.edu
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Weather Services at the Click of a Mouse

As the Internet comes more and more a part of out lives, up-to-the-minute weather forecasts are more readily
available.

Subscription weather services such as AccuWeather www.accuweather.com, offer some free
weather info. But, for a price, they also provide real-time forecasts by zip code and specific
geographic location. Forecasts provide precipitation, temperature and visibility readings. Other
subscription sites include www.wx.com and www.awis.com.

The Weather Channel's Web site is www.weather.com. Top get a daily forecast via email,
subscribe free at www.weatherbyemail.com . For other general weather information, try the
Real-Time Weather Data page at www.rap.ucar.edu/weather or www.weatherforyou.com.

The National Weather Service's Web page can be found at www.nnic.noaa.gov/cpc, offering
drought monitoring, seasonal monitoring and La Nina/El Nino information. USDA also devotes
a Web site to weather: www.usda.gov/agency/oce/waob/jawf/poplinks.htm Another El Nino page
is www.ogp.noaa.fov/enso.

For further information, contact Travis Seawright at 941/722-4524 ext. 236, or your local Farm
Service Agency.

For questions or comments regarding this publication contact Travis Seawright

Back to the Cooperative Extension Newsletters Page

 Back to the South Florida Beef-Forage Program HomePage
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